
Historical Vocabulary 

Key Stage 1  
Timeline 
Time order (Chronology) 
Before 
After 
Past 
Present 
Older 
Younger 
 
Year 1 

Childhood: Then and now 
Remembrance Day 

Kings and Queens – Victoria and 
Elizabeth 

Great Fire of London 
 

Past 
Present 
Victorian 
Modern 

Similar  
Different 
Child 
Adult 

Monarch 
Chronological 
Timeline 
Tudor 

Victorian  
Heir 
Reign 
Royal 

Fire                             
diary 
Embers                    
smoke 
Building                    
wooden 

Bakery 
Destroyed 
Flammable  
Eye witness  
Servant  
Monument  
 

Year 2 
Gunpowder Plot 

Castles 
 

Explorers  Seaside Holidays in the Past 

The Gunpowder 
Plot,  
Catholics, 
Protestants, 
Houses of 
Parliament, 
gunpowder,  
Guy Fawkes, 
Robert Catesby,  
Thomas Percy, 
King James the I 
London, 
plotters,  
Lord 
Monteagle., 
Order,  
event,  
sequence, 
failure,  
firework, 
bonfire. 
confession. 
Treason,  
bonfire night, 
sparklers,  
guy. 
 
 

Edward the 
Confessor  
king,  
throne,  
William the 
Conqueror, 
Harold of 
Wessex,  
Duke of 
Normandy, 
army,  
Bayeux 
Tapestry, 
castle, 
medieval, 
queen, lord 
and lady, 
knight, 
battlements, 
portcullis, 
drawbridge, 
moat, turrets, 
keep, bailey, 
motte and 
bailey, keep 
and bailey, 
Battle of 

explorer  
traveller 
Ibn Battuta 
the Rihla 
journey 
representation 
portrait 
mountain 
desert 
jungle,  
India,  
China,  
Mali,  
Persia,  
merchant,  
Sultan,  
bazaar,  
pavilion,  
Christopher 
Columbus,  
America, 
Cuba,  
The Bahamas,  
Native 
Americans,  
ship,  
sailor,  
voyage,  

deck,  
the Indies,  
The New World, 
Robert Falcon 
Scott,  
Antarctic,  
South Pole,  
Arctic,  
North Pole,  
diary,  
sledge,  
frostbite,  
polar, 
Neil Armstrong,  
space, 
astronaut, 
mission,  
NASA,  
similar,  
different,  
compare,  
moon,  
rocket,  
brave/bravest,  
important,  
legacy,  
memorial. 

Seaside,  
coast,  
holiday,  
Victorian,  
popular,  
change,  
similarities,  
differences,  
resorts, 
locality ,  
past,  
Christmas,  
Easter,  
Summer,  
seasons,  

religious 
festivals,  
day trip,  
bucket and 
spade,  
picnic,  
swimming,  
sand,  
pebbles,  
beach,  
transport,  
steam train,  
railways,  
bathing hut,  
costume,  
promenade,  
pier 



Hastings, 
squires, cook, 
stewards, 
taster, 
chaplain, 
musicians, 
jester,  armour, 
shield, coat of 
arms, past, 
protection, 
defend. 

Key Stage 2 
Chronology 
BC/BCE 
AD/CE 
Sources of evidence (primary/secondary) 
Archaeologist 
Historian 
Point of view/ bias 
enquiry 
 
Year 3 

Local history- Industry 
Look at the development of industry in 
Meltham (Wool/silk, DB tractors and 

notable families) 

Ancient Britain 
Changes from Stone Age- Iron Age 

 

The Roman Empire and its impact 
on Britain 

 

  Prehistory 
Hunter-gatherer 
Nomad 
Palaeolithic 
Mesolithic 
Neolithic 
Tribe 
Neanderthal 
Homosapiens 
Pelt 
 

Beaker 
Celt 
Bronze 
Roundhouse 
Hillfort 
Quern 
Smelting 
Druid 
Borer 
Domesticate 
 

Empire 
Toga 
Aqueduct 
Coliseum 
Centurion 
Emperor 
Amphitheatre 
Senate 
Gladiator 
Republic 
 

Mosaic 
Arch 
Chariot 
Hypocaust 
Tunic 
Aquila 
Pantheon 
Testudo 
Circus Maximus 
Legionary  
 

Year 4 
Anglo Saxons  

Britain’s settlement by the Anglo-
Saxons and Scots 

Local history- The Holme 
Valley floods 

Ancient Egypt 

Angles 
Saxons 
Jutes 
Mead 
Rune 
Wattle-and-
daub 
Thatch 
Farmer-warrior 
Sutton Hoo 
Lindisfarne 
 

Hengest and 
Horsa 
Monk 
Manuscript 
Christianity 
Augustine 
Alfred the Great 
 

 Pharaoh 
Scarab 
Papyrus 
Scribe 
Amulet 
Canopic jar 
Sarcophagus 
Tomb 
Afterlife 
Hieroglyphics 
 

Mummification 
Irrigation 
Sphinx 
Oasis 
Egyptologist 
Pyramid 
Slave 
Peasant 
Black land 
Fertile 
Dynasty  

Year 5 



Victorians – a local history study 
A house through time 

 

Anglo Saxons and Vikings Study of an aspect of British History 
post 1066 – The Tudors 

  Longboat 
Longhouse 
Chieftain 
Berserker 
Danegeld 
Thing 
Feast 
Raid 
Trade 
Yggdrasil 
 

Runes 
Farmer-warrior 
Pagan 
Danelaw 
Asgard 
Jarl 
Karl 
Figurehead 
Chainmail 
Valhalla 
 

Catholic  
Protestant 
Primogeniture  
Reformation  
Ex-
communication  
 

Divorce  
Heresy  
Monarch 
Explorer  
Galleon  
Armada 
Circumnavigate 

Year 6 
Early Islamic Civilization  World War 1 & 11 – a local history 

study 
 

Ancient Greece 
 

Abbasid 
Caliphate 
Caliph 
Dinar 
Hadith 
Hajj 
Imam 
Qur’an 
Calligraphy 
Mecca 
House of 
Wisdom 
 

Mongols 
Crusades 
Sultan 
Scholar 
Bazaar 
Mosque 
Caravan 
Tolerance 
Baghdad 
Algebra 
 

  Democracy 
Acropolis 
City-state 
Parthenon 
Marathon 
Olympics 
Citizen 
Philosopher 
Alphabet 
Tragedy 
 

Agora 
Hellenistic 
Phalanx 
Aristocrat 
Mythology 
Column 
Hoplite 
Peninsula 
Oracle 
Terraced 
 

 


