
We hope that you had an enjoyable and exciting Christmas and New Year and on behalf of everyone
at school, I would like to wish you a very Happy New Year! I hope you are healthy and well, and that
you managed to enjoy a nice rest with your families over the Christmas period. A particularly warm
welcome to our new children and their parents. The children are settling in well; we hope they have a
very happy and successful time with us.  
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Happy New Year!

We have said goodbye to two of our
valued members of staff today! 
Our Year 1 teacher, Miss Hepworth left
school before Christmas and is planning
to come in to school for an official
goodbye with the children and staff in the
next week or so. 
Our caretaker, Mrs Heywood, has also
left Meltham Moor today. We are very
sad to see both go and wish them the very
best for the future. Recruitment processes
are underway to fill both positions. 

A Fond Farewell

Training Day
On Monday 8th January, our teaching staff enjoyed a productive and informative training day
with our partner schools from the Together Learning Trust.  This was delivered remotely to the
primary schools. The morning began with a keynote from Olympic Swimmer and motivational
speaker, Chris Cook https://www.chriscookgb.com , on keeping things simple, and teacher
workload. 
The remainder was training from literacy consultant, Philip Webb. This is our second year
working with Philip on our primary trust development area of improving standards of writing
through a staged approach, writing for a purpose and the use of quality texts. Philip is also
delivering workshops to our higher achieving writers in years 1,3,5 and 6, supported by their
class teachers, so that they receive further professional development through the process.
Further training is arranged for all teachers in March. The impact of this work can be seen in
the children’s writing.  

Open Morning
Parents, carers and grandparents are warmly invited to
an Open Morning on Thursday 1st February. This will be
an opportunity for you to come and see some of the
wonderful learning taking place in school. Younger
siblings will be allowed in the classes; however, please
can we ask that the children are closely supervised so
they don’t disrupt the teaching and learning, and that
they don’t run around the hall (for health and safety
reasons). Please come in through the main entrance at
9.00 am where there’ll be refreshments and a short
information session about supporting children’s
wellbeing whilst class registers are taken and the
children are settled. Following this, you will be able to
visit your child/children’s classroom where you can
remain for an hour (until approximately 10.30). We look
forward to seeing you all! 

https://www.chriscookgb.com/
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As we are currently experiencing cold, wintery weather, here is a reminder of our severe weather
procedures: We have clear procedures for situations where the weather (usually snow) is so severe that we
have to consider closing school; these are outlined on our school website. The following is a summary: The
decision as to whether the school is to be closed or not is made as early as we can (around 7am). Once the
decision is made, all parents/carers who have up-to-date mobile numbers on our school database will
receive a text message notifying them of the decision. The information will also be posted on our school
website, our Twitter account and Kirklees website. information will also be broadcast on Radio Leeds. If
disruption from severe weather starts during the school day, school will remain open until 3:15pm. Parents
may collect their children early, or arrange for them to be collected. If someone else is collecting your child
you must ring and let us know unless they regularly pick up. If heavy snow is falling, all after-school clubs
will also be cancelled. If a decision is made to close school at the beginning of the day then Moor Fun will
also be closed. if children have already arrived at the club then Moor Fun staff will contact parents and
advise them to collect their child. If heavy snow occurs at the end of the school day, the staff at Moor Fun
will contact parents to advise them to collect their child as soon as possible. 

If you have any queries or need to update your contact 
information, please contact school by telephone, 
email us on office@melthammoor.org or call in.

Severe Weather Procedures

The Meltham Moor Parenting Pathway is our offer
to parents and carers. An offer of what support,
guidance, training and involvement we will
provide to our families during their time with us
as part of the Meltham Moor family.  
The pathway includes a range of ways in which
we will involve you in school life, ways we will
make ourselves available to you, and training and
learning opportunities for parents/carers.  
Our Parenting Pathway includes things such as
how to support your child's emotional wellbeing,
managing transition to high school, setting
boundaries, healthy lifestyles, supporting your
child with reading / maths/ phonics and much,
much more.  
Our intention is that across your time with us as a
parent/carer you will be able to access
opportunities from this pathway at an
appropriate time for yourselves. 
Please take a look at the the flyer at the bottom of
the newsletter.
 

We have a small number of very dedicated reading
volunteers who do a fabulous job of listening to the
children read - something class teachers have
difficulty finding time to do. Reading is the
cornerstone to all other learning and can bring
huge enjoyment to the children. It is vital that all
children leave us as fluent, confident readers. If this
is something that you feel you can help with, even
if it’s just a couple of hours a week, we would be
very grateful. You will need a DBS which is free
and easy to complete. Please contact the school
office if you are interested or would like more
information.  

Kirklees are currently offering free training for
parents/grandparents to become a volunteer
Reading Friend or a Maths Mate in school.  If you
would like more information, please see leaflets
below.

Reading Volunteers

Parenting Pathway



As you will be aware we have very high standards at Meltham Moor and pride ourselves in being the
best that we can be across all areas of school life. We are all very proud to be part of the Meltham Moor
family and we feel that wearing the correct uniform helps the children to feel part of this. This week we
have been getting in touch with the parents of any children where uniform is not up to our expectations
to see if any help can be offered. If anybody would like further help, please don’t hesitate to ask. The
Uniform Exchange provide free new uniform to any family, and we also have a huge amount of good
condition uniform donated from our families. Please feel free to contact the school office or pop in if
either of these are of interest to you. 

 
Here's a reminder of our expectations for school uniform: 
• Grey or black skirt/ trousers/ shorts 
• White polo shirts 
• Maroon red jumper 
• Red/maroon checked summer dress 
• Black shoes/boots (flat) 
PE kit: 
• Black shorts/ joggers / leggings 
• Red school sports T-shirt 
• Trainers 
• Red or black sweatshirt or school jumper (no hoodies or large logos) 
• Sensible trainers 

 
Thank you for your support in keeping our standards of dress code high. 
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School Uniform

Holiday Requests
Good attendance (above 96%) is essential if children are to make good
progress in their learning. The Together Learning Trust schools have a
shared Attendance Policy. There is no ‘right’ to time off school and
Headteachers’ may not grant any leave of absence except in exceptional
circumstances, which must be outlined in an application to school (forms
can be found in the school reception area). The policy is in line with
Department of Education Policy. Except in exceptional circumstances,
absences will be treated as unauthorised and parents will be issued with a
Penalty Notice (if the absence in 5 days or more) in line with Kirklees Code of
Conduct. 



NEWSLETTER
Friday  19th January 2024

We are seeing an increasing number of children with pierced ears who state they are unable to remove
them for PE. This presents a safety hazard and as such we'd like to share our school policy on the
wearing of jewellery in PE. 

 
The wearing of jewellery, earrings and ear-studs (metal or plastic) during physical education lessons
and other sporting activities such as out of hours school learning or competitive fixtures presents a
safety risk. These items represent a potential hazard not only to the wearer but also to other children. 
Medical advice confirms that any jewellery worn in physical education lessons is an unnecessary risk
and should be avoided at all times. Serious accidents have occurred as a result of contact between
pupils wearing earrings or studs and other pupils or equipment, thus damaging the ear, or where items
of jewellery have caught in apparatus and torn the ear lobe. 

 
Pupils are asked to leave items of jewellery and earrings at home on days when they have PE lessons.
Children who do wear earrings to school on PE days will be expected to remove them: staff will help
younger children to do so. The only exception to this is where the ears have been pierced for less that 6
weeks and cannot yet be removed. In this case we will apply micropore tape over the earrings. The
taping of jewellery is not ideal, and not our preferred choice. Taping can create a perception of safety.
Tape can often fall off and does not reduce the risk of compression injury. Please be aware this will
only be allowed during the initial 6 week window of healing.  If taping is required we ask parents to
contact school to request for this to happen. Otherwise earrings will need to be removed. 

 
Newly pierced ears can take a period of up to 6 weeks before studs can be removed. We do remind
parents and carers that ears should be pierced at the start of the summer holidays to allow sufficient
time for earrings to be safely removed. 

 
Parents cannot withdraw his/her child from PE lessons, as PE is a statutory subject in maintained
schools until the end of Key Stage (KS) 4 and all pupils are required to attend. We ask parents to help
by ensuring that school guidance on jewellery is adhered to and that ears are pierced at the start of
the summer holidays to allow maximum healing time. 

Earrings

Unfortunately, there have been a significant number of children late through the school
office since the start of term. Arriving at school in good time at the start of the day (8.55
am) is a vital part of children’s learning and is a positive start to the day. On most days
the children will immediately begin learning activities and those who are regularly late
are missing out on this experience. If you are experiencing difficulties getting your child
into school on time, please do not hesitate to contact school to discuss ways in which
we may be able to help. PLEASE NOTE: In an attempt to improve punctuality, we are
now asking parents/ carers to complete a Lateness Log (located in the school office)
stating the reason for lateness. Therefore, could you please ensure that you accompany
your child into school when he/she is late.

Punctuality Matters
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Diary Dates

Thurs 1st Feb - Open Morning - 9.15 to 10.30 am

From time to time we receive complaints from
local residents regarding parking over drives and
generally inconsiderate parking when dropping
off and collecting children from school. We value
positive relationships with our local residents
and we ask that parents/carers are considerate
to them and their property. Thank you.

Considerate Parking

Thurs 7th March - School Disco

Thank you to everybody who
joined Reception class’s first 'Stay
and Read' session.  It was
wonderful to see so many parents
in school!
Reception Stay and Read will
continue next Thursday 8.50 -
9.10am.

Reception Stay & Read
Sessions

Junior Choir
Our Junior Choir had their first session on
Monday lunchtime which was enjoyed by
all.  If your child would like to take part in
these sessions, please make payment on
Parent Pay.  The cost of this term’s sessions
is £9.00.

Concerns about your child's wellbeing?
Want to talk through a worry about them or
ways to support them? Come and chat with
Miss Manuel at an informal drop in on
Thursday 25th January from 2.30 pm to 3.15
pm

Wellbeing Drop In

Support during the Cost of Living Crisis
Just a reminder that Kirklees have a website dedicated
to supporting families in these difficult financial times.
The website offers support and advice. If you are
struggling and need immediate support, you can apply
for a Local Welfare Provision Grant. Information can
be found using the following link. Financial support
and debt advice | Kirklees Council  
 
A number of our families recently signed up to receive
winter clothing and/or school uniform such as: 

Warm winter coats, plus hats, gloves and scarves 
New underwear items too, including tights, socks,
pants and vests 
Wellies  
School uniform (polo shirt, school
jumpers/cardigans, trousers, trainers, school shoes
etc) 

This service is available to ANY child who needs them.
If you require any of these items then please contact
Mrs Woodfield, Miss Manuel or the school office. 
 

FEBRUARY

MARCH

Monday 4th to Thursday 7th March
Book Fair

Thursday 14th March - Progress Evening

https://www.kirklees.gov.uk/beta/council-tax/financial-support-and-debt-advice.aspx
https://www.kirklees.gov.uk/beta/council-tax/financial-support-and-debt-advice.aspx









